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In one short week, the Wichita Garden Show will signal the
beginning of Spring. The show is March 3rd through March 7th. It
is a great way to find out what is new in gardening. Also to be
inspired by beautiful garden displays built by the very best of the
best Garden Centers in this part of the world. The trick is to make
the gardens entertaining, educational, beautiful and totally
different than anything else seen in the 43 year history of this
prestigious Garden Show.

We are again very proud to represent this part of the state.
Stone Creek Nursery is the only Garden Center outside of
Wichita invited to build one of the GREAT GARDENS, the main
attraction of the show.

The theme this year is "Gardens Of The World." The goal
for the Great Gardens is to celebrate, entertain and inform us of
the diversity of cultures in our communities. Throughout the show
enjoy music and dance performed by Asian, Celtic, German,
Hispanic and Scottish artists and other ethnic groups.

We have several goals for our garden. We think that it is very
important for our garden to contain our plants. The flowers you
see as you walk through our garden are flowers that we grew,
the trees come out of our tree field. We plan way in advance of
the show, some of the annual flowers you see this March we
started growing last summer. We have always wanted our
garden to be interactive. Instead of just walking around it, we
want you to be able to walk through it and be part of it. Of
course, being Stone Creek Nursery, we've always wanted our
gardens to be FUN. ~ Andy Rizza
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There is some satisfaction when

you pull into the neighborhood and realize the best
looking yard is yours. There is a feeling of
satisfaction when visitors to your house comment
on how beautiful your lawn looks before you even
have a chance to welcome them inside. You can't
help but be satisfied when you look out the window
at a lawn that is dark green, healthy and free of
weeds. Stone Creek Nursery offers you the very
best products at a great price and true expert
advise from a well-trained and very experienced
(some of you would call us old) staff. By
purchasing our do-it-yourself lawn care system,
you are making sure your lawn gets exactly what it
needs at exactly the right time. You can have a
lawn that looks as good as those maintained by
professionals at a fraction of the cost.
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This is one of those win win deals. We
already have the very best lawn care
products and the lowest price of any garden
center, but we also want as many customers
as we can earn. So when we offer a huge
discount, it is kind of a business thing. You
want to have a great yard, but you wouldn't
mind saving some money, it is kind of a
budget thing. So if we offer a huge discount
on the very best lawn care products you get
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$ 11 YR & ' ## 4 your awesome yard, we get a customer and
' ° ( % ) you save some cash. We all win.
Oh yeah, your lawn kind of wins too.
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Now is the time to come out of our long and painful winter hibernation. While it will still get cold a few more days
we can see that Spring is on the way. It is not too early to start some of these spring chores while getting outside to

enjoy the end of winter.

Improve the quality of soil

in flower beds, vegetable

gardens and around
perennials and shrubs now. Take advantage of any dry
breaks in the weather to work organic material into your
soil. Spring rains may make this hard to do later. Kansas
Clay Buster is an organic compost that does a great job
of turning our mucky clay soils into healthy, tilthy, fertile
soils that plants thrive in. SCN soil recipe uses Clay
Buster and Gypsum to fix broken dirt.

Hard to believe, but it is
already time to start planting a few of our vegetables.
Seed Potatoes, Onion set (not plants) and cold hardy
crops of Cabbage, Cauliflower and Broccoli can be
planted now. You can also gamble on an early spring and
try planting a few Peas, Radish and Lettuce. True, it may
get cold enough again to kill these more
tender plants, but if it doesn't

We have already
started applying Crabgrass Preventer on the
lawns we maintain. Barricade lasts so long we
no longer have to wait until the last second to
put it on. We can make sure we prevent
crabgrass and all sorts of other weeds by
applying early. This is also the time to cure
salt burn problems along driveways and
sidewalks. Ice melt products can leach into

1) the reward is well worth the risk.

lawns damaging roots. A light application of Gypsum may
help prevent burned out patches of turf bordering areas
where ice melt was used.

This can be your excuse to escape
the house after a long winter. Clean up flower beds,
remove leaves and debris that may have blown into your
landscape. Prune back out of control shrubs and
ornamental grasses. Remove any winter damaged wood
on Roses and other tender plants.

Remember not to prune spring flowering

shrubs until after they flower. Replenish

and dress up beds with our very best

BLUE FLAMINGO Cypress mulch in the

pink bag. (on sale this week).

Apply ferti-lome

Dormant Spray as soon as you can. Complete
coverage is needed to get control of over
wintering pests like scale. For Peaches - the
only way to stop peach leaf curl is to
apply Lime Sulfur before bud break.

Ferti-lome Systemic Insect Drench

is easy to use and very safe. It

controls hard to get at insects like

birch bores, pine tip moth, aphids,
leaf minors, scale and many other hard to
control pests.

No one likes a ‘Know It All', well, no one except maybe their Mom. You know who I@n talking about, the kid at school that always
raised their hand up before anyone else and cone to think of it, kept their hand up long after everyone else put theirs down. The kid who
grows up to be the one at the weter cooler that knows just alittle bit more about what ever the topic of the day is. They are the one that
knows all the latest gossip (true or not). They@e already been there or done that and according to them did it better than the experts.
Two things separate them fromthe true experts. ONE - they really think they know more about everything. TWO - they don®

That's why when it comes to gardening, | don®mind saying that we are your lawn and garden experts. When it comes to Gardening
we do ‘Know It All'. How do you turn horrible clay sail into loose tilthy bountiful sail? We know how! How do you grow the healthiest,
most productive Tomatoes, Peppers and other vegetable crops? We know how! How do you have the best looking yard in the
neighborhood? We know how! How do you plarnt a tree the right way So it grows straight strong and fast? We know how! When insects
attack one of your favorite shrubs and you want to know what to do to save it. Ve know howt If your front entryway is bland and
unexciting and you need someone that can give you the landscaping to fix it. Ve know how! What 1@n saying is that whether it's a
question about a lawn, a water garden, pruning, perennials, hanging baskets, landscaping, weeds, insects, fertilizer we are your

gardening KNOW T ALLS.

Just so you understand gardening is where we draw the line on our ‘Know it all’ status. This is a list of a few things we (Andy) know
nothing about. 1. English language, punctuation and any kind of written communication. You know if you have ever read this newsletter -
we (Andy) haven®got a clue 2. Romance. Trust me, we (Andy) know nathing about this mystery. (just ask his wife). 3. Palitics. Left or
right, liberal or conservative which political party is headed the right direction (or are any) we (Andy) have no idea. 4. Finance. Howto
get rich quick without having to work hard, we (Andy) haven®got a clue. My plan of working 80 to 90 hours a week without ever taking a
day off hasn®made me rich yet. 5. Fashion. Again, no clue unless walking down a fashion runway in grubby shorts and a Stone Creek
t-shirt has just become the height of glamour in Paris. What [@ntrying to say is that if you need a gardening expert, come to Stone

Creek. We are your gardening ‘Know It Alls'. ~ Andy Rizza
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At the risk of sounding like just another crotchety old man who believes "They just don't build ‘em like they use to"
| will state when it comes to Cypress Mulch "they just don't build ‘em like they used to". As a younger man | used to
sell and install truck loads of Cypress Mulch. As this insect and disease resistant mulch became more popular there
was a demand for the price to go down. The big box stores (my sworn enemy and yours) would beat up the
manufactures on the price so they had to make the product cheaper and cheaper to stay in business. They resorted
to blending it with other cheaper products that did not have the same natural insect resistance and would rot in the
soil. Now if you buy a bag of Cypress Mulch it is more likely just ‘Cypress’ in name. If you read the bag you will see
hidden in the small print that it is blended with other things, other things that aren't so good for your landscape. Bad
things like medical waste, splinters, toxic assets and rusty razor blades (a slight embellishment).

It has been over twenty years ago that | used to sell a certain brand of high quality Cypress Mulch. The
manufacturer had an ‘in your face’ marketing plan. They put their mulch in bright pink bags with a Blue Flamingo logo.
An unforgettable combination for their top of the line product. Landscapers and gardeners learned that if they wanted
the best stuff it had to come out of bright pink flamingo bags. It was a great marketing plan and a great product.
Unfortunately, due to the demands for a cheaper product this brand was eventually dropped from the market place.

This summer at a trade show | found the son of the original Blue Flamingo brand selling his reintroduced product.
He explained to me that he thought Americans were ready for high quality over low quality, trashy cheapness and
was bringing back the bright pink bag with the Blue Flamingo Logo. Maybe I'm just a crotchety old man living in the
past, but I think he’s right. This year we are returning to the Pink/Blue Flamingo. ~AR
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